
September 2 ,  1971 

D r .  Lennert Phi l l ipson  
Waltenberg Labs 
Upsala, Sweden 

Dear D r .  Ph i l l ipson:  

I am so r ry  to  have missed yourphone c a l l ,  bu t  I was obl iged to  spend 
more time than an t i c ipa t ed  ou t s ide  the  New York a rea .  When I 
returned,  I found you had a l ready  l e f t  f o r  Boston and Sweden. 

However, lahave been r ecen t ly  persuaded by my own confusing da ta  
t h a t  t he  b e s t  way f o r  us t o  approach the  s tudy of  transformed 
mamnalian c e l l s  is  t o  i n f e c t  ou r  own cells with ou r  own v i r u s ,  
monitoring c a r e f u l l y  f o r  t ransformation,  contamlnating C-type 
p a r t i c l e s ,  E ant igen ,  and v i r u s  recovery by cell  fusion.  I feCl 
our  biochemistry has outdis tanced our biology, and I am t r y i n g  to  
r e c t i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  by examining f r e s h l y  transformed l i n e s  w e  
a r e  capable of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and checking ourselves .  

I am, 04 course,  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your cel l  l i n e s ,  bu t  a t  p resent ,  
I do n o t  have t i m e  t o  grow and work with them. Perhaps when the  
p ro jec t  has progressed f u r t h e r ,  I could ask  you f o r  some. 

Again, thanks f o r  your i n t e r e s t  i n  he lp ing  us. 

Yours, 

M r o l d  E. Varmus, M.D. 
Department of Microbiology 


